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T            he EUROSTUDENT program, 
established in the 1990s, provides 
an opportunity to compare living 
and study conditions in 26 European 

countries. Its latest edition (2018-2021) allows 
for the examination of the situation of students 
in France in relation to those enrolled in other 
member states, using standardized indicators 
(Box 1). While the Bologna Conference (1999) 
laid the groundwork for the harmonization 
of European higher education systems and 

prioritized equal access to higher education 
within this area1,  analyses reveal notable 
differences in the social composition of 
student populations and study conditions 
across countries. These disparities (in age 
structure, housing situation, or financial 
resources) illustrate national models 
"linked to distinct welfare state traditions2". 
These excerpts from the publication 
EUROSTUDENT VII - Synopsis of Indicators of 
the 7th EUROSTUDENT program (2018-2021), 

supplemented by some additional results and 
references, highlight the situation of students 
in France. They show that the current model 
in France is still strongly characterized by 
the linearity of educational paths—reflected 
notably in the young age of students—and by 
family dependency.

This project has been funded with the support of all participating countries, and co-funded by the Erasmus+ programme of the European 
Union, the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and the Dutch Ministry of Education, Culture and Science (MinOCW).

This publication reflects the view of the author only, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use that may be made of the 
information contained therein.

1 The 2020 Rome Communiqué stresses that “socially inclusive higher education will remain at the core of the EHEA and will provide opportunities and support for equitable inclusion 
of individuals from all parts of society”.
2 Charles, N. & Delès, R. (2018). L’individualisation des parcours étudiants en Europe : ce que faire des études veut dire [The individualization of student paths in Europe: what studying 
means ?]. Administration & Éducation, 160, 85-96. https://doi.org/10.3917/admed.160.0085.

https://www.eurostudent.eu/download_fi les/documents/EUROSTUDENT_VII_Synopsis_of_Indicators.pdf]
https://www.eurostudent.eu/download_fi les/documents/EUROSTUDENT_VII_Synopsis_of_Indicators.pdf]


2

OVEINFOS • DECEMbER 2023

BOX 1 : The Data from the EUROSTUDENT VII Program
The majority of the 26 countries participating 
in the EUROSTUDENT VII program conducted 
their survey with a reference period before 
the COVID-19 pandemic. These countries are 
Austria, Switzerland, the Czech Republic, 
Germany (indicators from 2016), Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Croatia, Hungary, 
Ireland, Iceland, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Sweden, Slovenia, and France. Some countries 
(Germany [indicators from 2020 in some cases], 
Italy, Portugal, Romania, and Turkey) had to 
adjust their survey period due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and therefore do not have the same 
reference period. Germany's data is primarily 
from the 2016 survey, but some indicators 
are from the 2020 survey with a reference 
period after the pandemic began. Countries 
(or indicators in the case of Germany) that do 
not have the "normal" pre-COVID reference 
period are presented on the right side of 
the graphs. The average only considers data 
referring to the "normal" pre-COVID period.

The EUROSTUDENT scope includes all 
students who are, at the time of their 
response (generally during the semester), 
enrolled in a study program considered in 
that country as "normal" higher education. 
These programs correspond to levels 5, 6, and 
7 of the International Standard Classification 
of Education (ISCED, 2011). Excluded are:

• Students who have (temporarily) 
interrupted their studies, officially or 
unofficially, at the time of the survey

• Students in highly specialized institutions, 
such as military or police training programs, 
institutions directly affiliated with a 
company, or public service training programs

• Students in temporary international 
mobility programs, such as Erasmus

• Students in ISCED level 8 study 
programs, i.e., doctoral students

• Students in distance learning programs

For France, the indicators are based on data 
from the 2020 Student Living Conditions 
Survey (CDV2020), administered online 

between March 12 and May 11, 2020, to a 
sample of more than 250,000 students 
representative of the student population in 
France. The results presented here correspond 
to the analysis of the 52,389 questionnaires 
fully completed by students that fell within 
the EUROSTUDENT scope. This scope is 
narrower than that of the CDV2020 survey. 
More specifically, the scope of the two surveys 
differs from the last three exclusion criteria.
It should be noted that some countries or 
indicators may occasionally deviate from 
the general framework set by EUROSTUDENT, 
limiting their comparability. These deviations 
are identified under the figures, and additional 
details can be found in the EUROSTUDENT report, 
available online (see "General methodological 
notes" pp. 24 and "Notes on national samples 
and deviations from the EUROSTUDENT 
standard target group" pp. 27-29). Indicators 
not commented on here particularly require 
consideration of the comparability restrictions 
described in these methodological notes.

2

OVEINFOS • DÉCEMBRE 2023

ENCADRÉ 1 : Les données du programme EUROSTUDENT VII

La majorité des 26 pays participant au 
programme EUROSTUDENT VII ont réalisé 
leur enquête avec une période de référence 
avant la pandémie de Covid-19. Ces pays 
sont l’Autriche, la Suisse, la République 
tchèque, l’Allemagne (indicateurs de 2016), le 
Danemark, l’Estonie, la Finlande, la Géorgie, 
la Croatie, la Hongrie, l’Irlande, l’Islande, la 
Lituanie, le Luxembourg, Malte, les Pays-Bas, 
la Norvège, la Pologne, la Suède, la Slovénie 
et la France. Quelques pays (l’Allemagne 
(indicateurs de 2020 ponctuellement), l’Italie, 
le Portugal, la Roumanie et la Turquie) ont dû 
décaler leur période d’enquête en raison de 
la pandémie de Covid-19 et n’ont donc pas 
la même période de référence. Les données 
de l’Allemagne sont principalement les 
données de l’enquête de 2016, mais quelques 
indicateurs sont issus de l’enquête de 2020 
avec une période de référence postérieure 
au début de la pandémie. Les pays (ou 
indicateurs dans le cas de l’Allemagne) 
qui n’ont pas pour période de référence la 
période « normale » pré-covid sont présentés 
sur la droite des graphiques. La moyenne ne 
prend en compte que les données se référant 
à la période « normale » pré-Covid. 

Le champ EUROSTUDENT inclut tous les 
étudiants qui sont, au moment de leur 
réponse (généralement : au cours du 
semestre), inscrits dans un programme 
d’études considéré dans ce pays comme de 
l’enseignement supérieur « normal ». Ces 
programmes correspondent aux niveaux 5, 6 
et 7 de la classification internationale type de 
l'éducation (CITE, 2011). En sont exclus : 
•  les étudiants ayant (temporairement) 

interrompu leurs études, officiellement ou 
non, au moment de l’enquête

•  les étudiants dans des institutions très 
spécialisées, par exemple les formations 
militaires ou policières, ou les institutions 
directement affiliées à une entreprise ou 
encore les programmes de formation de la 
fonction publique 

•  les étudiants en mobilité internationale 
temporaire, par exemple en Erasmus

•  les étudiants des programmes d'études de 
niveau CITE 8, c’est-à-dire les doctorants

•  les étudiants des programmes d'études à 
distance 

Pour la France, les indicateurs sont basés sur 
les données de l’enquête Conditions de vie 
des étudiants 2020 (CDV2020), administrée 

en ligne entre le 12 mars et le 11 mai 2020, 
auprès d’un échantillon de plus de 250 000 
étudiants représentatifs de la population 
étudiante en France. Les résultats présentés 
ici correspondent à l’exploitation des 52 
389 questionnaires entièrement remplis 
par les étudiants en cours d’études au 
moment de l’enquête et entrant dans le 
champ EUROSTUDENT. Celui-ci est plus 
restreint que le champ de l’enquête CDV2020. 
Plus précisément, le champ des deux 
enquêtes diffère des trois derniers critères 
d’exclusion.

Précisons que certains pays ou indicateurs 
peuvent ponctuellement s’écarter du 
cadre général fixé par EUROSTUDENT, ce 
qui en limite la comparabilité. Ils sont 
identifiés sous les figures et des précisions 
complémentaires figurent dans le rapport 
EUROSTUDENT, accessible en ligne (voir  
« General methodological notes » p.24 et  
« Notes on national samples and deviations 
from the EUROSTUDENT standard target group »  
p.27-29). Les indicateurs non commentés ici 
nécessitent tout particulièrement la prise 
en compte des restrictions de comparabilité 
décrites dans ces notes méthodologiques.

Abréviations des pays
Les pays EUROSTUDENT sont abrégés de la façon suivante dans les graphiques et figures :

AL  Albanie
AT  Autriche
CH  Suisse
CZ  République tchèque
DE  Allemagne
DK  Danemark
EE  Estonie
FI  Finlande
FR  France
GE  Géorgie
HR  Croatie
HU  Hongrie
IE  Irlande

IS  Islande
IT  Italie
LT  Lituanie
LU  Luxembourg
MT  Malte
NL  Pays-Bas
NO  Norvège
PL  Pologne
PT  Portugal
RO  Roumanie
SE  Suède
SI  Slovénie
TR  Turquie

Country abbreviations
The following abbreviations are used in all figures and tables to refer to the EUROSTUDENT countries:

AL Albania
AT Austria
CH Switzerland
CZ The Czech Republic
DE Germany
DK Denmark
EE Estonia
FI Finland
FR France
GE Georgia
HR Croatia
HU Hungary
IE Ireland

IS Iceland
IT Italy
LT Lithuania
LU Luxembourg
MT Malta
NL The Netherlands
NO Norway
PL Poland
PT Portugal
RO Romania
SE Sweden
SI Slovenia
TR Turkey
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In France, the youngest students in Europe 
that often live alone

In France, 86% of students are under 25 
years old, and the median age is 21.2 years, 
making it the youngest student population 
among EUROSTUDENT countries (Figure 1). 
On average, across these countries, students 
under 25 represent 64% of the student body 
(only 41% in Finland). The median age is 
23.7 years on average and exceeds 26 years 
in Finland and Iceland. The average age of 
students varies notably depending on the 
time of entry into higher education. The 
transition period between secondary and 
higher education is over two years for 16% 
of students on average in EUROSTUDENT 
countries. This proportion rises to 30% in 
Finland and Iceland, while it is only 5% in 
France.

Likely due to their younger age, students 
in France are less often parents (3%) than 

the average in the program countries (11%). 
Conversely, 20% of students in Iceland, 
Norway, and Estonia have at least one child. 
In Finland, Iceland, and Malta, a relatively 
high proportion of student are parents since 
their first year of study. Specifically, between 
13% and 17% of students in these countries 
began their studies while expecting a child 
or already being parents.

As in most EUROSTUDENT countries, living 
with parents or one parent is the most 
common housing arrangement among 
students in France (34% in France and on 
average in EUROSTUDENT countries) (figure 
2). However, differences appear between 
countries: the proportion of students living 
with parents is much higher in Luxembourg 
(53%), Romania, Portugal, Malta, Georgia, and 
Italy (68%). In Southern European countries, 

leaving the parental home occurs much later, 
and moving out is often associated with 
establishing a new household3.

As students age, they are less likely to live with 
their parents or in student accommodation 
and more likely to live with a partner. Thus, 
the second most common housing situation 
on average in EUROSTUDENT countries is 
living with a partner and/or children (25%). 
France is an exception, where the second 
most common form of housing is living alone. 
Living alone is the most common housing 
situation in France (26%, compared to 11% 
on average in EUROSTUDENT countries), 
far behind living with a partner (only 11%). 
Since the average age of students in France 
is particularly low (22.4 years), cohabitation 
with a partner occurs later and remains a 
minority4.

3  C. Van de Velde, Devenir adulte. Sociologie comparée de la jeunesse en Europe [Becoming An Adult. A comparative Sociology of Youth in Europe], Le Lien social (Paris cedex 14: 
Presses Universitaires de France, 2008), https://www.cairn.info/devenir-adulte--9782130557173.htm.
4 C. Giraud, A. Regnier-Loilier, Coupler couple et études : chaque chose en son temps ? [Coupling couple and studies: one thing at a time?], in Être étudiant avant et pendant la crise 
sanitaire, La Documentation française, coll. Études et recherche, 2023.

FIGURE 1 : Share of students in different age groups (in %) and mean age (in years)
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En France, les étudiants les plus jeunes 
d’Europe, vivant souvent seuls

En France, 86% des étudiants ont moins de 25 
ans, et l’âge médian est de 21,2 ans, ce qui en 
fait la population étudiante la plus jeune des 
pays EUROSTUDENT (Figure 1). En moyenne 
dans l’ensemble de ces pays, les étudiants de 
moins de 25 ans représentent 64% des effectifs 
(seulement 41% en Finlande). L’âge médian 
est en moyenne de 23,7 ans et atteint plus de 
26 ans en Finlande et en Islande. L’âge moyen 
des étudiants varie notamment en fonction 
du moment d’entrée dans l’enseignement 
supérieur. La période de transition entre le 
secondaire et le supérieur est de plus de deux 
ans pour 16% des étudiants en moyenne dans 
les pays EUROSTUDENT. Cette part s’élève à 
30% en Finlande et Islande alors qu’elle n’est 
que de 5% en France.

Sans doute en raison de leur plus jeune âge, 
les étudiants en France sont plus rarement 
parents (3%) que la moyenne des pays 
du programme (11%). À l’opposé, 20% des 
étudiants en Islande, Norvège et Estonie ont 

au moins un enfant. En Finlande, Islande, et 
à Malte, une part relativement importante 
d’étudiants parents le sont dès leur première 
année d’étude. Ce sont précisément entre 13% 
and 17% des étudiants qui y ont commencé 
leurs études en attendant un enfant ou en 
étant déjà parents.

À l’instar des pays EUROSTUDENT, la 
cohabitation avec les parents ou l’un d’eux 
est le mode de logement le plus répandu 
parmi les étudiants en France (34% en France 
et en moyenne dans les pays EUROSTUDENT).
Cependant, des disparités s’observent selon 
les pays : la part d’étudiants cohabitants est 
très supérieure au Luxembourg (53%), en 
Roumanie, au Portugal, à Malte, en Géorgie et 
en Italie (68%). De fait, dans les pays du sud 
de l’Europe, le départ du foyer parental est 
très tardif, et la décohabitation s’inscrit dans 
une logique d’installation, de constitution 
d’un nouveau foyer3.

Avec l’avancée en âge, les étudiants vivent 
plus rarement avec leur(s) parent(s) ou en 
résidence étudiante et davantage avec leur 
partenaire. Ainsi, la deuxième forme de 
logement la plus répandue en moyenne dans 
les pays EUROSTUDENT est la vie avec un.e 
partenaire et/ou des enfants (25%). La France 
fait figure d’exception puisque le second mode 
de logement le plus fréquent est le logement 
seul. C’est en France que ce mode d’habitat 
(seul) est le plus répandu (26%, contre 11% en 
moyenne dans les pays EUROSTUDENT), loin 
derrière la vie en couple (11% seulement). 
L’âge moyen des étudiants en France étant 
particulièrement bas (22,4  ans), la mise en 
couple cohabitant a lieu plus tardivement et 
reste minoritaire4.

FIGURE 1 : Groupes d’âge des étudiants (en %) et moyenne (en années)

Source des données : EUROSTUDENT VII, A.1 (Figure B1.3)
Question(s) EUROSTUDENT : 6.1 Quand êtes-vous né.e ?
Collecte des données : Printemps 2019 sauf CH, FR (printemps 2020 – période de référence avant la pandémie de COVID-19), DE (été 2016), IT, PT, RO, TR 
(période de référence pendant la pandémie de COVID-19 en 2020 et/ou 2021).
Écarts par rapport aux conventions d'enquête EUROSTUDENT : IS, IT, NO, SE.
Écarts par rapport à la population cible d'EUROSTUDENT : DE, IE, IT, PL.
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3 Cécile Van de Velde, Devenir adulte. Sociologie comparée de la jeunesse en Europe, Le Lien social (Paris cedex 14: Presses Universitaires de France, 2008),  
https://www.cairn.info/devenir-adulte--9782130557173.htm.
4 C. Giraud, A. Regnier-Loilier, Coupler couple et études : chaque chose en son temps ?, in Être étudiant avant et pendant la crise sanitaire, La Documentation française,  
coll. Études et recherche, 2023.

av.

Up to 21 years 22 - 24 years 25 - 30 years 30 years or over Mean age

Data source: EUROSTUDENT VII, A.1 (Figure B1.3). 

EUROSTUDENT Question(s): 6.1 When were you born?

Data collection: Spring 2019 except CH, FR (spring 2020 – reference period before COVID-19 pandemic), DE (summer 2016), IT, PT, RO, TR (reference period during COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and/or 2021). 

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT survey conventions: IS, IT, NO, SE.

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT standard target group: DE, IE, IT, PL. 
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Across all countries, three sources constitute 
on average more than 90% of total student 
income: 43% comes from paid activities, 
36% from family or partner contributions5, 
and 14% from public support (Figure 3). At 
the country level, several trends emerge. In 
nearly a third of the countries, contributions 
from the student's family and/or partner are 
the main source of income. This is the case 
in France, as well as in Georgia, Luxembourg, 
Germany, Croatia, Turkey, and Romania, 
where students receive nearly half or more 
of their income from their family or partner.

In almost all other countries, students' paid 
activities are the most important source 
of income in relative terms. Particularly in 
Poland, Malta, Slovenia, Estonia, Iceland, 
Norway, and Finland, more than half of 
student income comes from their own 
employment. In the other countries in 
this group, including the Czech Republic, 
Switzerland, Lithuania, Hungary, Ireland, the 
Netherlands, and Austria, the share varies 
from 35% to 49%.

    

Sweden stands out in this regard as the 
only country where the main resource is 
public support, which accounts for half of 
student income. It should be noted that 
public support is particularly strong in all 
Nordic countries, with proportions ranging 
from 26% to 50%, and is associated with 
the institutionalization of a youth phase of 
experimentation6.

CONTRASTING RESOURCES BETWEEN NORTHERN 
AND SOUTHERN COUNTRIES 

5 The total income of students includes direct payments made by family members or partners for the benefit of the student. Bringing together these two resources, although referring 
to different models, is justified by the contrast with other resources coming from third parties, the student themselves, or the state.
6 Van de Velde (2008). Op. cit.

Structure of Resources

FIGURE 2 : Students’ housing situation (in %)

With parents Student accommodation With partner/children With other person(s)

Data source: EUROSTUDENT VII, A.1 (figure B9.2). No data: AL, DK.

EUROSTUDENT Question(s): 4.1 Who do you live with during the current lecture period (Monday to Friday)?, 4.2 Do you live in a student accommodation?

Data collection: Spring 2019 except CH, FR (spring 2020 – reference period before COVID-19 pandemic), DE (summer 2016), IT, PT, RO, TR (reference period during COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and/or 2021). 

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT survey conventions: IS, IT, NO, SE.

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT standard target group: DE, IE, IT, PL. 
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FIGURE 2 : MODE DE LOGEMENT DES ÉTUDIANTS (EN %)
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Source des données : EUROSTUDENT VII, E.2 (Figure B9.2). Aucune donnée : AL, DK.
Collecte des données : printemps 2019 sauf CH, FR (printemps 2020 – période de référence avant la pandémie de COVID-19), DE, IT, PT, RO, TR 
(période de référence pendant la pandémie de COVID-19 en 2020 et/ou 2021).
Question(s) EUROSTUDENT : 4.1 Avec qui vivez-vous pendant la période de cours en cours (du lundi au vendredi) ?, 
4.2 Vivez-vous dans un logement étudiant ?
Écarts par rapport aux conventions d'enquête EUROSTUDENT : FR, IT.
Écarts par rapport à la population cible d'EUROSTUDENT : DE, IE, IT, PL.

Structure des ressources
Dans l’ensemble des pays, trois ressources 
constituent en moyenne plus de 90% de 
l’ensemble du revenu étudiant : 43% provient 
d’activités rémunérées, 36% de la famille 
ou du.de la partenaire5, et 14% d’aides 
publiques (Figure 3). À l’échelle des pays, 
plusieurs tendances se dessinent. Dans près 
d’un tiers des pays, les contributions de la 
famille de l’étudiant et/ou de leur partenaire 
constituent la source de revenu principale. 
C’est le cas en France, mais aussi en Géorgie, 
au Luxembourg, en Allemagne, en Croatie, 
en Turquie et en Roumanie, où les étudiants 
reçoivent près de la moitié de leurs revenus, 
voire davantage, de leur famille ou partenaire. 

Dans la quasi-totalité des autres pays, c’est 
l’activité rémunérée des étudiants qui est 
la source la plus importante de revenus en 
termes relatifs. En particulier, en Pologne, à 
Malte, en Slovénie, en Estonie, en Islande, en 
Norvège et en Finlande, plus de la moitié du 
revenu des étudiants provient de leur propre 
emploi. Dans les autres pays de ce groupe, 
incluant la République tchèque, la Suisse, la 
Lituanie, la Hongrie, l’Irlande, les Pays-Bas et 
l’Autriche, la part varie de 35% à 49%.

La Suède se singularise sur cet aspect en 
étant le seul pays où la ressource principale 
est l’aide publique ; elle y représente la moitié 
des revenus des étudiants. Il est à noter que 
l’aide publique est particulièrement forte 
dans l’ensemble des pays nordiques avec des 
proportions allant de 26% à 50% et va de pair 
avec l’institutionnalisation d’une jeunesse 
d’expérimentation6.

DES RESSOURCES CONTRASTÉES  
ENTRE PAYS DU NORD ET PAYS DU SUD

5 Le revenu total des étudiants inclut les paiements directs que la famille ou le.la partenaire font au profit de l’étudiant. Le rassemblement de ces deux ressources,  
bien que faisant référence à des modèles différents, se justifie par l’opposition aux autres ressources émanent de tiers, de l’étudiant lui-même, ou de l’État.
6 Van de Velde (2008). Op. cit.

Alone

av.
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The median monthly income of students 
in EUROSTUDENT countries is 861 PPS 
(Purchasing Power Standards - Box 2). At the 
extremes, Switzerland, Estonia, Iceland, and 

Norway have median monthly student inco-
mes exceeding 1000 PPS, while Luxembourg, 
Georgia, and Turkey have median monthly 
incomes below 700 PPS. In France, the median 

monthly income of students is 705 PPS, which 
is below the average for EUROSTUDENT 
countries and falls on the lower end of the 
spectrum.

BOX 2 : The unit of measurement PPS (Purchasing Power Standard) 
It is used by EUROSTUDENT countries to make 
data comparable, despite using different 
currencies such as the Euro, Danish Krone, 
Croatian Kuna, and Swiss Franc. PPS is an 
artificial monetary unit that eliminates 
differences in price levels between countries. 
One PPS allows the purchase of the same 
volume of goods and services across the 28 
European Union countries (based on 2019 
data when the EU had 28 member states). 

For example, if the income of a beneficiary in 
country A is 800 PPS and in country B it is 500 
PPS, this clarifies that beneficiaries in country 
A can buy 800 units of the goods basket, while 
those in country B can buy 500 units, even if 
the prices in both countries are the same.
To convert amounts into PPS, values reported 
by EUROSTUDENT countries in their national 
units were converted into Euros. Conversion 
factors were based on 2019 Purchasing 

Power Parities from Eurostat (Eurostat (2021). 
Purchasing power parities (PPPs), price level 
indices and real expenditures for ESA 2010 
aggregates) and by the World Bank for Georgia 
(World Bank (2021). PPP conversion factor, 
GDP (LCU per international $). Retrieved from 
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/ppp-
conversion-factor-gdp-lcu-international-3).

FIGURE 3 : Composition of students’ funding (including transfers in kind) (in %)

Data source: EUROSTUDENT VII, G.87, G.88, G.89, G.90, & G.91 (figure B7.3). No data: AL, DK, IT, PT.

EUROSTUDENT Question(s): 4.16 What is the average monthly amount available to you in cash or via bank transfers from the following sources during the current lecture period?, 4.17 What are your 

average expenses for the following items during the current lecture period?

Note(s): The category 'other' also includes in this case income from sources outside the respective country. Transfers in kind are goods and services for students financed or provided by their parents, 

partner, or others.

Data collection: Spring 2019 except CH, FR (spring 2020 – reference period before COVID-19 pandemic), DE (summer 2016), IT, PT, RO, TR (reference period during COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and/or 2021). 

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT survey conventions: IS, IT, NO, SE.

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT standard target group: DE, IE, IT, PL. 
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FIGURE 3 : Structure des ressources mensuelles des étudiants (incluant les paiements directs au bénéfice de l’étudiant) (en %)

AutreAides publiques (du pays d’études)Revenus d’emploi(s)Famille/partenaire
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Source des données : EUROSTUDENT VII, G.87, G.88, G.89, G.90 et G.91 (Figure B7.3). Aucune donnée : AL, DK, IT, PT.
Collecte des données : printemps 2019 sauf CH, FR (printemps 2020 – période de référence avant la pandémie de COVID-19), DE (été 2016), RO, TR (période 
de référence pendant la pandémie de COVID-19 en 2020 et/ou 2021).
Question(s) EUROSTUDENT : 4.16 Quel est le montant mensuel moyen dont vous disposez en espèces ou par virement bancaire provenant des sources 
suivantes pendant la période de cours actuelle ?, 4.17 Quelles sont vos dépenses moyennes pour les éléments suivants pendant la période de cours 
actuelle ?
Note(s) : La catégorie « autres » comprend également dans ce cas les revenus provenant de sources extérieures au pays concerné. Les transferts en nature 
sont des biens et services destinés aux étudiants, financés ou fournis par leurs parents, leur partenaire ou autres.
Déviations par rapport aux conventions d'enquête EUROSTUDENT : FR, RO, SI.
Écarts par rapport à la population cible d'EUROSTUDENT : DE, IE, IT, PL.

Le revenu mensuel médian des étudiants des 
pays EUROSTUDENT est de 861 PPS (Encadré 2). 
Aux extrêmes se retrouvent d’un côté la 
Suisse, l’Estonie, l’Islande et la Norvège, 
avec des ressources mensuelles médianes 

des étudiants supérieures à 1000 PPS, et de 
l’autre le Luxembourg, la Géorgie et la Turquie, 
avec des ressources mensuelles médianes 
inférieures à 700 PPS par mois. Avec 705 PPS, 
le revenu mensuel médian des étudiants en 

France est inférieur à la moyenne des pays 
EUROSTUDENT et se situe plutôt dans la 
fourchette basse.

ENCADRÉ 2 : L’unité de mesure PPS (Purchasing Power Standard – Standard de pouvoir d’achat)
Les pays EUROSTUDENT utilisant différentes 
monnaies (l’Euro, la Couronne danoise, la 
Kuna croate, le Franc suisse), le programme 
utilise le standard de pouvoir d’achat (PPS) 
comme unité de référence pour rendre 
les données comparables. Le PPS est une 
unité monétaire artificielle qui élimine les 
différences de niveaux de prix entre les 
pays. Un PPS permet ainsi d’acheter le même 
volume de biens et de services dans les 28 
pays de l’Union européenne (la conversion 

utilise en effet des données de 2019, lorsque 
l’Union Européenne comptait encore 28 États 
membres). Si, par exemple, le revenu d’un 
bénéficiaire dans le pays A est de 800 PPS 
et de 500 PPS dans le pays B, les données 
clarifient que les bénéficiaires du pays A 
peuvent acheter 800 unités du panier de 
biens, tandis que ceux du pays B peuvent en 
acheter 500, même si le prix dans les deux 
pays est le même. Pour convertir les montants 
en PPS, les valeurs transmises par les pays 

EUROSTUDENT dans l’unité nationale ont été 
converties en Euro. Les facteurs de conversion 
utilisés sont les parités de pouvoir d’achat de 
2019 d’Eurostat (Eurostat (2021). Purchasing 
power parities (PPPs), price level indices and 
real expenditures for ESA 2010 aggregates.) et 
par la Banque Mondiale pour ce qui est de la 
Géorgie (World Bank (2021). PPP conversion 
factor, GDP (LCU per international $). Obtenu 
sur https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/ppp-
conversion-factor-gdp-lcu-international-3).

av.

Family/partner Self-earned income National public student support Other
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In France, students who live with their 
parents7 have median monthly resources of 
435 PPS, whereas the median resources of 
those living independently are 846 PPS per 
month (Figure 4). Although the income gap 
between students living with their parents 
and those living independently (in favour 
of the latter) is present in over 80% of 
EUROSTUDENT countries, the magnitude of 
this difference is particularly pronounced 
in France compared to the EUROSTUDENT 
average. In France, the median monthly 
income of students living independently is 
1.9 times higher than those living with their 
parents, whereas this ratio is only 1.4 times 

higher for the average of other EUROSTUDENT 
countries (659 PPS for students living with 
parents and 906 PPS for students not living 
with parents). A similar income gap between 
these two sub-populations as observed in 
France is only found in Iceland and Malta. 
Apart from housing costs, differences in food 
and other living expenses seem particularly 
significant between these groups in these 
countries, possibly due to varying student 
profiles in different housing situations, and 
perhaps also due to certain costs covered 
directly by the family, which might not be 
fully accounted for.

On the other hand, the income gap between 
students living with parents and those not 
living with parents is less than 20% in Norway, 
Lithuania, Hungary, Slovenia, and Georgia, 
where students may contribute more to the 
common resources associated with family 
housing.

FIGURE 4 : Student income by form of housing (including transfers in kind) (Median income, in PPS)

Data source: EUROSTUDENT VII, G.1 (PPP), G.2 (PPP) & G.3 (PPP) (figure B7.1). No data: AL, DK, PT. Too few cases: IT: all students, students living with parents.

EUROSTUDENT Question(s): 4.16 What is the average monthly amount available to you in cash or via bank transfers from the following sources during the current lecture period?, 4.17 What are your 

average expenses for the following items during the current lecture period?

Note: The values above the country abbreviations represent the median income of all students. Transfers in kind are goods and services for students financed or provided by their parents, partner, or 

others.

Data collection: Spring 2019 except CH, FR (spring 2020 – reference period before COVID-19 pandemic), DE (summer 2016), IT, PT, RO, TR (reference period during COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and/or 2021). 

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT survey conventions: FR, RO, SI.

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT standard target group: DE, IE, IT, PL. 
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En France, les étudiants qui vivent chez leurs 
parents7 ont des ressources mensuelles 
médianes de 435 PPS, tandis que les 
ressources médianes des décohabitants sont 
de 846 PPS par mois (Figure 4). Bien que l’écart 
de revenu entre cohabitants et décohabitants 
(à l’avantage de ces derniers) se retrouve dans 
plus de 80% des pays EUROSTUDENT, l’ampleur 
de cet écart est particulièrement marquée 
en France par rapport à la moyenne des 
pays EUROSTUDENT : en France, les revenus 
mensuels médians des décohabitants sont 
1,9 fois supérieurs à ceux des cohabitants 
quand ils ne sont que 1,4 fois supérieurs pour 
la moyenne des autres pays EUROSTUDENT 

(659 PPS pour les cohabitants et 906 PPS 
pour les décohabitants). Un écart similaire 
entre les deux sous-populations à celui 
observé en France n’est par ailleurs constaté 
qu’en Islande et à Malte. En plus du coût du 
logement, les écarts de coûts de l’alimentation 
et des autres frais de vie courante semblent 
donc particulièrement marqués entre les 
deux groupes de ces pays, peut-être en partie 
en raison des différents profils des étudiants 
dans les différents modes de logement,  
peut-être aussi en partie en raison d’une 
certaine invisibilisation des coûts pris en 
charges directement par la famille. 

L’écart entre les revenus des étudiants 
cohabitants et décohabitants est en revanche 
inférieur à 20% en Norvège, Lituanie, 
Hongrie, Slovénie et Géorgie où les étudiants 
contribuent peut-être davantage aux 
ressources communes afférente au logement 
familial. 

Figure 4 :  Ressources mensuelles totales des étudiants selon le mode de logement  
(incluant les paiements directs au bénéfice de l’étudiant) (ressources médianes, en PPS)
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Source des données : EUROSTUDENT VII, G.1 (PPP), G.2 (PPP) & G.3 (PPP) (Figure B7.1). Aucune donnée : AL, DK, PT. 
Effectif insuffisant : IT : ensemble des étudiants, étudiants vivant chez leurs parents.
Collecte des données : printemps 2019 sauf CH, FR (printemps 2020 – période de référence avant la pandémie de COVID-19), DE (été 2016), IT, RO, TR 
(période de référence pendant la pandémie de COVID-19 en 2020 et/ou 2021).
Question(s) EUROSTUDENT : 4.16 Quel est le montant mensuel moyen dont vous disposez en espèces ou par virement bancaire provenant des sources 
suivantes pendant la période de cours actuelle ?, 4.17 Quelles sont vos dépenses moyennes pour les éléments suivants pendant la période de cours 
actuelle ?
Note(s) : Les valeurs au-dessus des abréviations des pays représentent le revenu médian de tous les étudiants. Les paiements directs au bénéfice de 
l'étudiant sont des biens et services destinés aux étudiants, financés ou fournis par leurs parents, leur partenaire ou autres.
Écarts par rapport aux conventions d'enquête EUROSTUDENT : FR, RO, SI.
Écarts par rapport à la population cible d'EUROSTUDENT : DE, IE, IT, PL.

7 Les ressources des étudiants étant liées à leurs dépenses, en particulier leurs dépenses de logement, 
l’analyse se fait en distinguant les étudiants selon qu’ils vivent ou non avec leurs parents.

All Living with parents Not living with parents

7 As students' resources are linked to their expenses, in particular their housing costs, the analysis is made by distinguishing between students who live with their parents and those 
who do not.
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8 Van de Velde (2008). Op. cit.
9 In Georgia, for example, approximately 30% of students do not pay tuition fees. These fees are covered by the State through corresponding payments made directly to universities.

In France, 79% of students receive financial 
support from their family, partner, or other 
family members, whether through direct 
monetary transfers or indirect payments 
on their behalf. This resource constitutes 
63% of their total monthly income. These 
proportions are significantly higher than 
the EUROSTUDENT average, where 70% of 
students receive family financial support, 
comprising 53% of their total monthly 
resources.

The relatively greater reliance on family 
funding for monthly expenses among French 
students is also reflected in its share of total 
budgets of all students. In France, family 
support accounts for 50% of all student 
resources, compared to 36% on average 

across EUROSTUDENT countries (Figure 3).

Thus, funding for higher education in France 
heavily depends on students' families. This 
pattern is also predominant in Southern 
Europe (Croatia, Portugal, Georgia), 
Western Europe (Germany, Switzerland, 
Luxembourg), Eastern Europe (Czech 
Republic, Romania, Hungary, Poland) and in 
Lithuania. In these countries, the proportion 
of students receiving family support ranges 
from 71% (Poland) to 89% (Croatia), and 
family contributions constitute between 
57% (Hungary) to 89% (Portugal) of these 
students’ resources, without taking into 
account the expenses avoided by students 
living with parents, which lasts particularly 
long in Southern countries.

Conversely, countries where the proportion 
of students receiving family support is below 
the EUROSTUDENT average include Northern 
countries (Estonia, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Iceland, Sweden), countries based on an 
emancipatory and collectivized conception 
of adulthood8, Slovenia, and Malta. The 
proportion of beneficiaries of family support 
is particularly low in Sweden (36%).  Family 
support covers between 21% (Norway) and 
52% (Estonia and Malta) of resources of 
beneficiaries.

French students are heavily dependant on family financial aid

Public financial support in EUROSTUDENT 
VII is defined as payments received by 
students directly from the state where they 
permanently study, typically due to their 
student status. These payments may either 
require repayment (public loans) or be grants 
(scholarships). It includes State support at 
all levels (national, regional, municipal) and 
institutional support (from higher education 
institutions). Not all State support can be 
included due to EUROSTUDENT's declarative 
data approach, such as tax reductions for 
students and their families or costs borne 
directly by the State for the benefit of 
students (e.g., tuition fee waivers)9.

On average, 42% of students receive public 
financial support, which constitutes 42% 
of their total monthly resources. However, 
there are significant variations among 
EUROSTUDENT countries. In France, 63% of 
students receive public financial support, 
and this type of resource constitutes nearly 
half (46%) of the total monthly income 
of beneficiaries. These proportions place 
France, along with Sweden, Norway, Finland, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Turkey, and 
Georgia, above the EUROSTUDENT average, 
albeit with significant differences among 
these countries. In this group, the proportion 
of recipients ranges from 42% (Georgia) to 
77% (Sweden), and public financial support 

constitutes between 43% (Luxembourg) 
and 78% (Sweden) of  total resources of the 
beneficiaries.

Conversely, the lowest share of public 
financial support in higher education 
funding is found in Slovenia, Lithuania, 
Estonia, Croatia, Romania, and Switzerland. 
The proportion of recipients ranges from 9% 
(Switzerland) to 36% (Slovenia), and public 
support accounts for only 22% (Lithuania) to 
39% (Switzerland) of student resources.

Public financial support in France exceeds the EUROSTUDENT average



8

OVEINFOS • DECEMbER 2023

In France, 48% of students earn income from 
employment, and these earnings constitute 
an average of 57% of their total resources 
(Figure 5). These proportions are lower than 
the averages observed across EUROSTUDENT 
countries, which stand at 60% and 64%, 
respectively. Other countries where the 
proportion of students engaged in paid 
employment is relatively low, along with the 
share of income from this source, include 
Luxembourg and Sweden.

On the opposite, Malta, Estonia, Iceland, the 
Czech Republic, Switzerland, and Slovenia 
have a high proportion of students engaged 

in paid employment, with earnings from 
employment representing a significant 
portion of their budgets.

In Austria, Norway, Germany, and the 
Netherlands, many students have a paid 
activity, but these earnings constitute a 
smaller share of their resources. In these 
countries, students typically work fewer 
hours per week, supplementing other 
sources of income.

Finally, in Finland, Poland, Hungary, 
Lithuania, Croatia, Georgia, Turkey, Portugal, 
and Romania, a small proportion of students 

engage in paid employment, yet earnings 
from these activities constitute a significant 
part of their resources, likely substituting for 
family support.

A less frequent paid employment in France 

FIGURE 5 : Share of students with a paid job and students’ income from current paid job 
                  as share of total monthly income (in %)

Data source: EUROSTUDENT VII, G126, G127 (figure B6.8). No data: DK, IT.

EUROSTUDENT Question(s): 4.5. Do you have (a) paid job(s) during the current #lecture period? 4.16. What is the average monthly amount available to you in cash or via #bank transfers from the following 

sources during the current #lecture period?

Data collection: Spring 2019 except CH, FR (spring 2020 – reference period before COVID-19 pandemic), DE (summer 2016), IT, PT, RO, TR (reference period during COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and/or 2021). 

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT survey conventions: CH, SI.

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT standard target group: DE, IE, PL. 
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Un recours moins fréquent à l’activité rémunérée en France qu’ailleurs 
En France, 48% des étudiants perçoivent des 
revenus d’activité et pour eux, ces revenus 
constituent en moyenne 57% de l’ensemble 
de leurs ressources (Figure 5). Ces proportions 
sont inférieures à celles observées en moyenne 
dans les pays EUROSTUDENT, qui s’établissent 
respectivement à 60% et 64%. Les autres pays 
dans lesquels la proportion d’étudiants ayant 
une activité rémunérée est relativement faible 
– de même que la part des revenus provenant 
de cette source – sont le Luxembourg et la 
Suède.

À l’opposé, se trouvent Malte, l’Estonie, 
l’Islande, la République tchèque, la Suisse, et 
la Slovénie : la part d’étudiants exerçant une 
activité rémunérée y est élevée, et les revenus 
d’activité représentent une importante part 
dans leur budget.

En Autriche, Norvège, Allemagne et aux Pays-
Bas, de nombreux étudiants exercent une 
activité rémunérée mais les revenus d’activité 
constituent une part plus réduite de leurs 
ressources. Dans ces pays, les étudiants 
travaillent en effet peu d’heures par semaine, 
en complément d’autres ressources. 

Enfin, en Finlande, Pologne, Hongrie, Lituanie, 
Croatie, Géorgie, Turquie, au Portugal et 
en Roumanie, seule une faible proportion 
d’étudiants exerce une activité rémunérée mais 
les revenus issus de ces activités constituent 
une part importante de leurs ressources, 
venant sans doute ainsi se substituer aux 
ressources familiales.

Figure 5 :  Part des étudiants exerçant une activité rémunérée et part des revenus d’emploi dans les ressources mensuelles 
totales des étudiants (%)
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Source des données : EUROSTUDENT VII, G126, G127 (Figure B6.8). Aucune donnée : DK, IT.
Question(s) EUROSTUDENT : 4.5. Avez-vous un (des) emploi(s) rémunéré(s) pendant la période de cours actuelle ? 4.16. Quel est le montant mensuel 
moyen dont vous disposez en espèces ou via des virements bancaires provenant des sources suivantes pendant la période de cours actuelle ?
Collecte des données : Printemps 2019 sauf CH, FR (printemps 2020 – période de référence avant la pandémie de COVID-19), DE (été 2016), IT, PT, RO, TR 
(période de référence pendant la pandémie de COVID-19 en 2020 et/ou 2021).
Écarts par rapport aux conventions d'enquête EUROSTUDENT : CH, SI.
Écarts par rapport à la population cible d'EUROSTUDENT : DE, IE, PL.
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On average, half of all students' resources 
(regardless of the source) come from their 
employment income. The median amount 
averages 557 PPS across EUROSTUDENT 
countries. In France, this median amount is 
136 PPS per month (across the entire student 
population). It remains below 400 PPS in 
Ireland, Georgia, the Netherlands, Sweden, 
and Turkey, but exceeds 800 PPS in Estonia, 
Malta, and Romania, where earnings from 
paid employment make up more than two-
thirds of students' resources (compared to 
22% in France).

When asked about their motivation for 
engaging in paid employment, French 
students more often than elsewhere 
state that they do so to gain professional 
experience (74% in France compared to 57% 
on average), and less frequently to cover their 
living expenses (48% in France compared 
to 68% on average). Acquiring professional 
experience is also a primary reason in 
Lithuania, Estonia, and Romania (with more 
than two-thirds of students), while students 
in Finland (87%), Iceland (85%), and Lithuania 
(83%) most often state that paid employment 

helps them cover their living expenses.

Across EUROSTUDENT countries, students 
living apart from their parents more 
frequently report working out of necessity (to 
cover their expenses, support their studies, 
and/or financially assist others), while those 
living with their parent(s) tend to work to 
purchase things they desire.

The development of mobility in Europe, 
alongside the convergence of higher 
education systems, is part of the objectives 
set by the Bologna Process in 1999, with 
the aim of creating the European Higher 
Education Area (EHEA)10. 

According to the mobility target set for the 
year 2020, 20% of EHEA graduates were 
expected to undertake a study or training 
period abroad of at least three months or 15 
ECTS credits.

In EUROSTUDENT countries, 7% of students 
were temporarily enrolled abroad, and 4% 
completed an internship or apprenticeship 
abroad related to their studies, while 

1% did both (Figure 6). Additionally, 7% 
spent time abroad for other study-related 
reasons (research stays, field studies, 
language courses, summer schools). Thus, 
the total proportion of students who had 
a study experience abroad reached 19% in 
EUROSTUDENT countries. This proportion 
varies greatly between countries, as do the 
most common types of stays. France, with 
a rate of 23%, is among the countries with 
the highest proportion. This is also the 
case in Luxembourg (39%), the Netherlands 
(26%), Switzerland (25%), Austria (25%), and 
Norway (24%). On the opposite, relatively 
low proportions are observed in Poland (7%), 
Romania (8%), and Turkey (7%)11. 

Temporary enrolments abroad (e.g., within 
Erasmus+ programmes) are the most common 
type of mobility in Luxembourg (26%), 
Germany (11%), and Finland (11%). In France, 
this proportion is 9%, the same as study-
related activities abroad besides temporary 
enrolments and internships. Internships 
abroad are preferred by students in Austria 
(11%) and Malta (8%) compared to other 
types of mobility. In France, 7% of students 
completed an internship abroad. Other 
types of stays abroad, besides temporary 
enrolments or internships/work placements 
abroad, are most often cited by students in 
the Netherlands (12%), Switzerland (12%), 
and Norway (11%).

THE CHALLENGING DEMOCRATIZATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY

International mobility primarily in the form of temporary enrolment

10 See https://www.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/fr/le-processus-de-bologne-questions-reponses-47254
11 According to the Mobility Scoreboard in Higher Education Background Report 2022/2023 by the European Education and Culture Executive Agency, Eurydice (https://data.europa.
eu/doi/10.2797/001589), France is particularly well evaluated across the six main chapters of the report: information and guidance,  foreign language preparation, portability of grants 
and loans, participation of disadvantaged learners, recognition of learning outcomes, and recognition of qualifications in 2015-2016 and 2022-2023. Additionally, the proportion of 
students who have experienced international mobility somewhat mirrors the distribution of countries according to the importance of outgoing international mobility strategy in each: 
this strategy is particularly emphasized in Switzerland and Norway, integrated into higher education internationalization strategies in Austria and the Netherlands (which is the most 
common case), and remains less pronounced in Poland and Romania where this aspect is simply part of the overall education strategy.
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Furthermore, the proportion of students 
who stayed abroad for a study-related 
activity varies by field of study. In France, this 
proportion is minimal in Information and 
Communication Technologies (resp. 15% in 
France and 14% on average in EUROSTUDENT 
countries). Taking all fields of study 

together, it is in Engineering, processing and 
construction industries (mainly engineering 
schools) that the proportion in France is 
the highest (31%), as in Malta, but not in the 
other EUROSTUDENT countries. On average 
in EUROSTUDENT countries, it is Arts and 
humanities students that are the most likely 

to spend time abroad for study-related 
activities (one student in four), a situation 
which is certainly largely accentuated by 
foreign language disciplines.

12 The socioeconomic status of parents is not available in the EUROSTUDENT programme.
13 See for example B. Convert, « Espace de l’enseignement supérieur et stratégies étudiantes » [Higher Education Space and student Strategies], Actes de la recherche en sciences 
sociales 183, no 3 (2010), pp.14-31 : https://doi.org/10.3917/arss.183.0014.

The level of education of parents , classified 
according to the International Standard 
Classification of Education 2011, has an 
impact on the likelihood of planning a 
temporary enrolment abroad and the 
perceived obstacles to realize this plan.

The proportion of students in EUROSTUDENT 

countries who have undertaken international 
mobility, regardless of type, is lower among 
students whose parents do not have higher 
education qualifications. This impact is 
particularly strong in France (6% vs. 24%), 
and to a lesser extent in Malta (17% vs. 26%), 
Norway (18% vs. 26%), Estonia (14% vs. 21%), 
and Sweden (11% vs. 18%), while it appears 

almost negligible in Iceland (18% vs. 20%), 
Portugal (10% vs. 12%), and Romania (8% 
vs. 9%). For France, one could hypothesize 
a partial consequence of socially marked 
career choices  that value more or less this 
type of experience (especially short and 
vocational programmes).

International mobility is more frequent 
when parents have higher education qualifications

FIGURE 6 : Types of students’ international mobility experience (en %)

Data source: EUROSTUDENT VII, I.4 (figure B10.3). No data: CZ. 

EUROSTUDENT Question(s): 4.20 Have you done any internships (of at least one week, mandatory or voluntary) since you first entered higher education in #country? 5.1 Have you ever taken part in any 

of the following temporary study-related activities abroad since you first entered higher education in #country?

Data collection: Spring 2019 except CH, FR (spring 2020 – reference period before COVID-19 pandemic), DE (summer 2016), IT, PT, RO, TR (reference period during COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and/or 2021). 

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT survey conventions: CH, FR, IT, MT, SE, PT, RO.

Deviations from EUROSTUDENT standard target group: DE, IE, IT, PL.
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FIGURE 6 : Types d’expériences de mobilités internationales étudiantes (en %)
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Source des données : EUROSTUDENT VII, I.4 (Figure B10.3). Aucune donnée : CZ.
Collecte des données : Printemps 2019 sauf CH, FR (printemps 2020 - période de référence avant la pandémie de COVID-19), DE (été 2016), IT, PT, RO, TR 
(période de référence pendant la pandémie de COVID-19 en 2020 et/ou 2021).
Question(s) EUROSTUDENT : 4.20 Avez-vous effectué des stages (d'au moins une semaine, obligatoires ou facultatifs) depuis votre première entrée dans 
l'enseignement supérieur dans #ce pays ?, 5.1 Avez-vous déjà participé à l'une des activités temporaires suivantes liées aux études à l'étranger depuis 
votre première entrée dans l'enseignement supérieur dans #ce pays ?
Écarts par rapport aux conventions d'enquête EUROSTUDENT : CH, FR, IT, MT, SE, PT, RO.
Écarts par rapport à la population cible standard d'EUROSTUDENT : DE, IE, IT, PL.

Par ailleurs, la proportion d’étudiants ayant 
réalisé un séjour à l’étranger pour une raison 
liée aux études varie selon la filière. En France, 
cette proportion est minimale au sein de la 
filière Technologies de l’information et de la 
communication (resp. 15% en France et 14% 
en moyenne dans les pays EUROSTUDENT). 

Toutes filières confondues, c’est la filière 
Ingénierie, industries de transformation et 
construction (qui rassemble principalement 
les écoles d’ingénieurs) qui enregistre la 
proportion la plus élevée (31%) en France, 
tout comme à Malte mais pas dans les autres 
pays EUROSTUDENT. En moyenne dans les 

pays EUROSTUDENT, ce sont les étudiants en 
lettres et arts qui réalisent le plus un séjour 
à l’étranger pour une raison liée aux études  
(un étudiant sur quatre), situation 
certainement en grande partie accentuée par 
les disciplines en langues étrangères.

Une mobilité internationale plus fréquente lorsque les parents sont diplômés  
du supérieur
Le niveau d’études des parents12, classé 
selon la classification internationale type 
de l'éducation 2011, a une incidence sur 
la formulation d’un projet d’inscription 
temporaire à l’étranger et les obstacles perçus 
à la réalisation de ce projet. 

La proportion d’étudiants des pays 
EUROSTUDENT ayant effectué une mobilité 
internationale, quel qu’en soit le type, est 

inférieure parmi les étudiants dont les 
parents n’ont pas de diplôme du supérieur. 
Cette incidence est particulièrement forte 
en France (6% vs. 24%), et dans une moindre 
mesure à Malte (17% vs. 26%), en Norvège 
(18% vs. 26%), en Estonie (14% vs. 21%), et en 
Suède (11% vs. 18%), tandis qu’elle apparaît 
presque négligeable en Islande (18% vs. 20%), 
au Portugal (10% vs. 12%), et en Roumanie 
(8% vs. 9%). Pour la France, on peut faire 

l’hypothèse d’une conséquence partielle 
des choix d’orientation également marqués 
socialement13 et qui valorisent plus ou moins 
ce type d’expérience (en particulier les 
programmes courts et professionnalisants).

12 La catégorie socioprofessionnelle des parents n’est pas disponible dans le programme EUROSTUDENT.
13 Voir par exemple Bernard Convert, « Espace de l’enseignement supérieur et stratégies étudiantes », Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales 183, no 3 (2010), p.14-31 :  
https://doi.org/10.3917/arss.183.0014.

Family/partner Self-earned income National public student support Other
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Taking into account the type of international 
mobility, again, students whose parents have 
higher education qualifications are relatively 
more likely to have been temporarily 
enrolled abroad compared to students 
whose parents do not have higher education 
qualifications (9% vs. 7%). This observation 
holds true in most EUROSTUDENT countries, 
especially in France where 10% of students 
with parents with tertiary education 
qualifications have experienced a period of 
enrolment abroad, compared to 6% of those 
whose parents do not have higher education 
qualifications. However, there are exceptions: 
in Luxembourg, the proportion of students 
who have been temporarily enrolled abroad 
is lower among those whose parents have 
higher education qualifications (26% vs. 
28%), and in Georgia, the parents' education 
level does not differentiate (9%).

In France, more than half of the students who 
were temporarily enrolled abroad received 
financial support from their family as their 
main resource (53%). Only 15% primarily 
financed their stay through their own income, 
or savings (12%), and 11% mainly relied on 
European or home country scholarships or 
loans. The distribution of these different 
funding sources for temporary enrolments 
abroad in France differs significantly from 
that observed in other EUROSTUDENT 
countries, where on average EU scholarships 
and loans constitute the primary source of 
funding for 28% of temporary enrolments 
abroad, with family being the second most 
common source (23%). Other major sources 
of funding in EUROSTUDENT countries, on 
average, include home country scholarships 
(19%), personal income or savings (17%), or 
special scholarships from the home or host 
country or earnings during the stay abroad.

Specific cases also stand out, such as funding 
primarily relying on EU loans and scholarships 
in Malta (66%) and Slovenia (61%), on home 
country scholarships and loans in Norway 
(64%) and Sweden (73%), or on students' own 
income or savings in Iceland (36%) and the 
Netherlands (32%), among others.

Immediately following temporary enrolment 
abroad, 77% of students in France who 
completed a period of study abroad 
indicate that the credits obtained were 
fully recognized in their home studies. This 
proportion is slightly higher than the average 
among EUROSTUDENT countries (70%).

In comparison, internships abroad are less 
frequently recognized in the form of credits 
(ECTS) by the home institution (43% on 
average in EUROSTUDENT countries), but 
still the case for over half of the students 
concerned in France (58%).

Regarding the assessment of their chances 
on the labour market in their home country, 
there is no significant difference between 
students who have completed international 

mobility and those who have not (52% 
vs. 53%). However, students who have 
temporarily studied abroad during their 
studies generally feel better prepared for 
the international job market (32% vs. 38%). In 
France, the differences are more pronounced, 
and students who have had international 
mobility also feel better prepared for the 
national job market. On one hand, the 
chances on the labour market in the national 
territory are considered good or very good by 
73% of students who have had international 
mobility in their studies and 68% of those 
who have not had international mobility. 
On the other hand, the chances on the 
labour market abroad are considered good 
by 57% of students in France who have had 
international mobility, compared to only 40% 
of those who have not. It is worth noting that 

in France, students who have stayed abroad 
are more often enrolled in engineering 
schools and come from more privileged/
educated backgrounds than those who have 
not experienced mobility, which undoubtedly 
affects their prospects for both international 
and national labour markets14.

International mobility primarily in the form of temporary enrolment

14 See also O. Ferry, « Rapport à l’avenir des étudiants en France » [Future Perspectives of Students in France], OVE Infos n°32, 2016.
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BOX 3 : Consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic on international mobility (higher education survey 

conducted with the support of national commissions for UNESCO "COVID-19: Reopening and

Reinventing Universities") 

The survey launched by the UNESCO Higher 
Education Section among the 193 Member 
States and 11 Associate Members of the 
Organization provides an overview of the higher 
education system's situation and measures the 
impact of the pandemic between the academic 
years 2019-2020 and 2020-2021. The survey 
questionnaire was conducted online from 
December 15, 2020, to February 12, 2021. Sixty-
five countries participated, and the results are 
based on valid responses from 57 countries. 
Nearly half of the responses came from high-
income countries in Europe and North America.

This survey highlights a widespread decrease 
in the physical international mobility of 
students during these periods. Among 
participating countries, the average number 
of incoming and outgoing students decreased 
by 17% and 59% respectively. This decline is 
attributed to the travel restrictions imposed 

to limit the spread of the pandemic. Key 
figures for 2021 from Campus France15 specify 
that at the start of the 2020 academic year, 
the overall decrease in the number of new 
arrivals in France was 25%, while it was 43% 
in the United States and 63% in Australia.

Furthermore, the "COVID-19: Reopening and 
Reinventing Universities" survey identified 
that while all students were affected by 
the pandemic, international students were 
affected more than local disadvantaged 
groups. Among the countries reporting an 
impact on students, 23 mentioned the case of 
international students, while 19 other countries 
mentioned disadvantaged students (students 
facing economic difficulties, ethnic minorities, 
disabled students, etc.), and 18 countries 
mentioned national students. In France, this 
observation is supported by the results of 
the "Life during Lockdown" survey conducted 

by the National Observatory of Student Life 
(2020), which highlighted the difficulties faced 
by international students during the lockdown 
period due to their separation from family and 
more precarious living and working conditions16.

Finally, the UNESCO report specifies that 
countries have generally implemented new 
modes of teaching, relying on digital platforms 
to compensate for the lack of physical mobility. 
Programmes taking place abroad have thus 
evolved towards hybrid forms, which suggests 
the continuation of some form of virtual 
mobility in higher education institutions.
Source: COVID-19: Reopening and Reinventing 
Universities; Higher Education Survey 
conducted with the support of national 
commissions for UNESCO, 2021, program 
and meeting document, Paris: UNESCO, 
2021, accessed online on 01/25/2022, 36p.


